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1. PREPARATION 

In their meetings at London and New York in April and May respec¬ 
tively, of 1945, members of the Provisional Committee had expressed the 
strong desire that as soon as possible contacts should be established with those 
leaders of the Church in Germany who had rendered a clear witness and 
who had not repudiated ecumenical convictions and principles. In the early 
summer the churches of the Netherlands proposed that the first delegation 
to go should be one from the churches of countries which had been occupied. 
Pastor Boegner and Bishop Berggrav agreed with this plan and it was hoped 
that a small group of delegates from Norway, France and Holland could 
go as soon as possible. The technical preparations were, however, more 
difficult than had been anticipated. At the end of August the Treysa Con¬ 
ference was held which put the leadership of the Protestant Church in 
Germany in the hands of men who had taken a clear stand with regard to 
National Socialism. In view of this development it seemed imperative that 
as soon as possible a more representative delegation from the World Council 
should meet with the new Council of the German Church, and when 
information came that that Council would have its first session in Stuttgart 
on October 18th, it was decided to send the most representative group that 
could be brought together. The persons invited to participate were: 

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, now on leave with the World Council of Churches; 

The Bishop of Chichester who came with messages from the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, from the Free Church leaders and from the British Council of Churches; 

Dr. Alphonse Koechlin, President of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation; 

Professor Hendrik Kraemer, representing the Netherlands Reformed Church; 

Pastor Pierre Maury, representing Pastor Marc Boegner as chairman of the 
French Protestant Federation. 

Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, Commissioner in Geneva of the American Section of 
the Lutheran World Convention; 

Dr. Reidar Hauge, representing Bishop Berggrav of Norway; 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. 

The purpose of the delegation was to have a frank discussion with the 
leaders of the Protestant Church in Germany in order to remove existing 
obstacles to fellowship and to arrive, if possible, at the resumption of full 
ecumenical relationships. 

It did not prove easy to get the necessary permission from the Allied 
authorities and until the last few days before the meeting it remained uncer¬ 
tain whether the problem of permits and of transport could be solved in 
time. We owe it very especially to the work of the Rev. Stewart Herman and 
the friendly collaboration of Pastor Marcel Sturm, head of the French 
Protestant Chaplaincy Service, that these problems were solved in time for 
all except one member of the delegation. 
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2. BEFORE THE MEETING 


The delegates who came from Switzerland, Dr. Koechlin, Dr. Cavert, 
Dr. Michelfelder and Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, were met by Colonel Sturm at 
the Swiss border and brought to Baden-Baden where they met Pastor Pierre 
Maury. The whole group were guests of General Koenig. The 24 hours in 
Baden-Baden proved a most helpful time to prepare for the meetings in 
Stuttgart. 

The members of the delegation proved of one mind on the main 
questions. It was agreed that in order to make relations of full confidence 
between the German Church and the other churches possible, it would be 
necessary to have some expression from the German Church as to its attitude 
toward the acts which had been committed in the name of the German 
nation. On the other hand it was also agreed that it would be impossible to 
present this desire as a condition for that would mean that the declaration 
to be given by German church leaders would not have the character of true 
spontaneity, and it was, therefore, decided that the first approach would be 
to say that the delegation had come to re-establish fraternal relationships but 
that there were still obstacles to be removed. 

Before leaving Baden-Baden, the members of the delegation were 
received by the Governor of the French Zone and discussed with him several 
problems concerning the situation of the German Church in that territory, 
and concerning the reconstruction of church life. The Governor showed very 
deep interest and accepted the various proposals and suggestions which were 
made in this connection. 

The delegation then proceeded to Stuttgart. On October 17th, several 
meetings were held about reconstruction matters with Dr. Gerstenmaier and 
other leaders of the Hilfswerk of the German Church. In the afternoon the 
first contact took place with Bishop Wurm. Owing to the difficulty of postal 
communication Bishop Wurm had not been aware that such a large delega¬ 
tion was coming, but he was extremely glad to see the delegates. 

In the evening an opening service in the Markuskirche was held. At 
that moment Dr. Kraemer arrived also. Bishop Wurm in opening the service 
addressed a word of warm welcome to the delegation. He paid a special 
tribute to the Bishop of Chichester. He said that it was a great thing to know 
that Christians of other countries, including those who had suffered greatly, 
have not given up their faith in the unity and fellowship of the Church. 
This meant that Christians in Germany were not alone. He recalled the 
struggle of the Confessing Church and said that a time may come again 
when Christians in Germany will have to decide whether they want to obey 
God more than man. 

The next speaker was Pastor Niemoller who spoke with remarkable 
force. He read a passage from Jeremiah 14 and said that this lament was 
now the daily bread of Christians in Germany. Even in the Church it was 
not yet sufficiently understood that the last twelve years had been a visitation 
from God. It was not enough to blame the Nazis. The Church also had to 
confess its guilt. Would the Nazis have been able to do what they had done 
if church members had been wholly faithful? A Gestapo man had asked 
him — and it had been a great joy to him to hear it — ''Why have the 
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churches in all these years of war not prayed for victory?” But the Church 
had not spoken out sufficiently and that could not be repaired. It was not 
only because of the Nazis, but also because of the failure of Christians that 
such tremendous suffering had been caused through the German occupation 
in Poland, Holland, Czechoslovakia, France, Norway, Greece and other 
countries. Repentance would have to express itself in willingness to bear each 
other’s burden. One hope left was that a new day could be prepared by men 
who had the love of Christ in their hearts. 

Bishop Dibelius from Berlin spoke next and painted a grim picture 
of the situation in Eastern Germany. It was estimated that, unless a great 
change would come, five times as many people would die from hunger in 
the next six months as had been lost on the German side in the whole world 
war. In some regions the children under two years of age were practically all 
dead. In addition the agricultural reform meant a radical revolution in the 
whole structure of life and brought tremendous hardship with it. It would 
seem that according to God’s opinion "we had not yet learned enough.'’ 
Faith, however, teaches that though God can be hard His purpose is a pur¬ 
pose of salvation. The curse of our time is that men try to counter violence 
by violence. Violence can only be overcome by love. 

On the morning of the 18th, the Council of the German Church held 
its first meeting and the World Council delegates worked again on questions 
of reconstruction. In the early afternoon, Colonel Dawson, the military 
Governor of Wurttemberg, gave a reception to the German church leaders 
and the World Council delegation. The Colonel expressed his deep interest 
in the discussions which would take place. 

3. THE FIRST MEETING 

Later in the afternoon the first meeting between the Council of the 
German Church and the ecumenical delegation was held. All members 
except one of the Council of the German Church were present. Unfor¬ 
tunately the Bishop of Chichester had not yet arrived because of transport 
difficulties and Dr. Reidar Hauge from Norway was not present either. Some 
religious officers of the occupation army, who had desired to take part in the 
meeting, graciously consented to leave the Council and the delegation to 
meet without the presence of uniforms. 

Bishop Wurm opened the meeting. He said that German church leaders 
had long looked forward to the possibility of an open and frank discussion. 
He referred to the present situation in Germany and said that National- 
Socialism was now bankrupt. It was however very regrettable that, owing 
to some of the procedures of the occupation armies, many were already 
beginning to say that the grim picture which the Nazis had painted of the 
results of German defeat was now proving to be true. This meant that the 
readiness to recognize guilt which had been quite strong at first was weakened 
and that the word of the Church which spoke of repentance was not as 
widely accepted today as it was a few months ago. There is already some 
criticism of the Church as taking the side of the occupying powers. It had 
been assumed that those powers would represent Christian nations and 
policies, but many now think that Christianity does not seem to have any 
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influence on politics. Thus, a great opportunity for the re-christianization 
of the people is being missed. It should now be clearly proclaimed that one 
cannot govern nations without the Sermon on the Mount. We must get out 
of the vicious circle of revenge breeding revenge. The German nation ought, 
therefore, not merely to go back to the time before National-Socialism, but 
go back much further and get away from the policies of conquest and power. 
It ought to look critically at Frederick the Great and Bismarck. The nation 
must learn to concentrate on the works of peace rather than on the works 
of war. He appealed to the delegation to help so that this process should not 
be hindered. It was a great thing that in our delegation we could manifest the 
unity of Christians, including those from countries which had gone through 
terrible sufferings. 

On behalf of the delegation Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said that they had 
come as a delegation from the ecumenical, movement and especially from 
the World Council of Churches. At the same time, however, the members 
represented their own churches. They also had greatly looked forward to 
this hour of re-establishing of fraternal contact. The purpose of the delega¬ 
tion was to arrive at relations of true confidence. In this way they were 
being helped by the memories of ecumenical relations with Christians of 
Germany in the past. They wished very especially to express their gratitude 
for all the struggle of the Confessing Church had meant to the other 
churches and to the ecumenical movement. The churches in other countries 
which had had to fight National Socialism owed a great debt to the Con¬ 
fessing Church in Germany. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft recalled that for many years 
official contacts between the German Church and the ecumenical movement 
had been impossible, but that personal contacts had always been maintained. 
He recalled the sacrifices that had been made in order to keep these contacts 
when this was very dangerous, and mentioned especially the name of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer who had died for this cause. Now the time had come to resume 
full relationship for the World Council needed the witness of the Church 
in Germany. It desired to help the Church in Germany in its work of re¬ 
christianizing the German nation and in its work of relief to the suffering. 
The relationships were now greatly facilitated by the fact that the leadership 
of the German Church was in the hands of men who had stood for the 
freedom of the Word of God and for the exclusive submission of the Church 
to its Lord. There were, however, still obstacles to be removed and questions 
to be answered. It should be avoided that misunderstandings should continue 
to poison the ecumenical atmosphere for many years. Bishop Wurm had 
asked the other churches to help the German Church. The delegation asked 
the German church leaders to help the other churches to help the German 
Church. 

Pastor Asmussen said that what had to be cleared up had to be cleared 
up between God and the Christians of Germany. This had to be done with¬ 
out concern about consequences. He had decided years ago that at the first 
moment when he would meet brothers from the other churches he would 
say to them: "I have sinned against you as a member of my nation because 
I have not shown more courage.” Precisely because he loved his own people 
he could not say that what had happened in the occupied countries was not 
his business. He knew that this kind of confession could be misunderstood 
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but that was a secondary consideration. He had also much on his heart con¬ 
cerning injustice in the present situation, but the first word to have said now 
was a word of repentance. How the others would use this word, that was a 
matter in which the love of Christ would guide them. This was not an hour 
for clever diplomacy, but for "foolishness” in Christ. 

Pastor Niemoller said that the voice of the conscience of the German 
Protestant Church should now speak. The church that is now beginning to 
emerge in Germany, which has been born in the Confessing Church and 
which now takes its first steps is a church which realizes that together with 
the nation it has been on the wrong road. It knows therefore that it shares 
in the guilt and prays that God may forgive that guilt. This forgiveness 
must be the new source of power in the church. And this forgiveness must 
lead the church back into the fellowship of the Una Sancta, so that all 
together they could create something new in the world. He underlined the 
importance of helping to create a situation in which this process of seeking 
the forgiveness of God could really become effective and finished by saying: 
"Help us to make sure that this blessing may not be taken away because the 
confession of guilt is not taken seriously!” 

Pastor Niesel spoke along the same line and emphasized that precisely 
the most active fighters in the Confessing Church had felt most deeply the 
inadequacy of their witness to the guilt of the nation. 

Dr. Kraemer spoke about his own church which had suffered and 
struggled much. Church leaders in Holland had often said to each other: 
"When will we again be able to speak and pray with our German fellow- 
Christians?” They had felt that there were great difficulties in the way. There 
was no hatred among Christians in Holland. Those who have suffered much 
have learned to be merciful in their judgment and are not embittered. The 
Church had fought against hatred although there was really enough reason 
for hatred. He also hoped that they could all talk together as standing before 
God and as having the common task of rechristianizing Europe. He had 
heard with deep emotion what Pastor Asmussen and Pastor Niemoller had 
said. He understood this to be a call, to his own church also, that they could 
only live in the forgiveness of sin. It could not be a matter of commercial 
traffic—with some saying so much if others said so much; in the light of 
what had been said the other churches could now say to the German Church 
that they were ready to accept their full responsibility for what happened 
in Germany. They would be able to say: "We have heard the voice of the 
conscience of the Church in Germany.” And that was a reason for great 
gratitude. 

Dr. Koechlin described the situation of the Swiss Churches which were 
in danger of an attitude of spectatorship since they have not suffered them¬ 
selves. The words which the German church leaders had spoken would, 
however, have a great significance for the Swiss Churches too, since Switzer¬ 
land had felt very acutely the menace of National Socialism. Dr. Koechlin 
said that thanks to the action of Karl Barth a certain change in attitude to 
the German people had come. Certain people were afraid that contact would 
be re-established too easily and that sufferings of European nations would 
be forgotten too quickly. Therefore, it would be important to be able to say 
that the words that had been spoken by the German church leaders repre- 
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sented the unanimous conviction of the whole Council of the German Church. 
He hoped that the German Church would accept the invitation to join the 
World Council and that two or three representatives of the German Church 
would participate in the February meeting of the Provisional Committee. 

Pastor Asmussen said that he understood that the ecumenical delegation 
would like to have a definite declaration from the Council of the German 
Church and he proposed that the Council should take a decision on such 
a declaration in its evening meeting. This proposal was accepted. 

The remaining time was devoted to a discussion of the church problems 
in Eastern Germany. Bishop Dibelius described how difficult things became 
for the church as German communists took over the responsible positions in 
government. This became especially clear in the realm of religious education 
in schools. A full report was also given about the situation in Silesia which 
was described as the only part of Eastern Germany where there is still a more 
or less organized Protestant Church. But the Church in Silesia is fighting 
for its life and the pressure from the Polish government is constantly grow¬ 
ing. It was stated that the representatives of the Polish Protestant Church 
were simply following the directives of their government without true con¬ 
cern for the interest of the remaining German Protestant Church. A full 
report was also given on the situation in the Sudetenland. There also the 
fate of the German Protestant Church is most uncertain and the Czech 
Brethren Church has helped as much as it could. But the Czechoslovakian 
Church (National) has tried to exploit the situation for its own profit. 

Dr. Cavert said that American Christians had little knowledge of the 
conditions that had just been described. They would be ready to do whatever 
they could to ameliorate conditions and to secure help for those that were 
suffering. Dr. Koechlin and Dr. Michelfelder described the plans of the 
World Council to bring also material aid to Eastern Europe. Bishop Wurm 
said that the catastrophe of Protestantism in Eastern Germany was comparable 
to the destruction of the Church in North Africa by Mohammedanism. 

4. SECOND MEETING 

The second meeting between the ecumenical delegation and the Council 
of the German Church took place on the morning of October 19th. In addi¬ 
tion to those who had taken part in the first meeting the Bishop of Chichester 
was present. 

Bishop Wurm read/the text for the day and spoke of our common 
dependence on the grace of God. He weJcomed very warmly the Bishop of 
Chichester and led in prayer. 

Pastor Asmussen said that the Council of the German Church had 
unanimously accepted a declaration. He then read the Declaration, the text 
of which is as follows: 
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A DECLARATION 

by the 

Representatives 
of the 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
IN GERMANY 

-- 


C7he Council of the Protestant Church in Germany 
in its meeting on October 18th and 19th in Stutt¬ 
gart, greets the representatives of the World Council 
of Churches. 


We are all the more grateful for this visit as we 
know ourselves to be with our people in a great com¬ 
pany of suffering, but also in a great solidarity of guilt. 
With great pain do we say: through us has endless 
suffering been brought to many peoples and countries. 
What we have often borne witness to before our con¬ 
gregations, that we declare in the name of the whole 
Church. True, we have struggled for many years in the 
name of Jesus Christ against a spirit which has found 
its terrible expression in the National Socialist regime 
of violence, but we accuse ourselves for not witnessing 
more courageously, for not praying more faithfully, for 
not believing more joyously and for not loving more 
ardently. 
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Now a new beginning is to be made in our Churches. 
Grounded on the Holy Scriptures, directed with all 
earnestness on the only Lord of the Church, they now 
proceed to cleanse themselves from influences alien to 
the faith and to set themselves in order. Our hope is in 
the God of grace and mercy, that He will use our 
Churches as His instruments and will give them 
authority to proclaim His Word and to make His will 
obeyed among ourselves and among our whole people. 

That in this new beginning we may be aware of our 
wholehearted unity with the other Churches of the 
ecumenical fellowship fills us with deep joy. 


* * * 


We hope in God that through the common service 
of the Churches, the spirit of violence and revenge 
which again today tends to become powerful may be 
brought under control in the whole world and that the 
spirit of peace and love wherein alone tortured huma¬ 
nity can find healing, may gain the mastery. 

So in an hour in which the whole world needs a 
new beginning we pray: "Veni Creator Spiritus.” 


Landesbishop D. Wurtn 
Landesbishop D. Meiser 
Superintendent Hahn 
Bishop D. Dr. Dibelius 
Prof. Dr. Smend 


Pastor Niemoller, D.D., 
Landesoberkirchenrat Dr. Lilje 
Superintendent Held 
Pastor Niesel 
Dr. Heinemann 


Pastor Asmussen 
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After the reading Pastor Asmussen said that the Council would be 
very glad to send Bishop Wurm and Pastor Niemoller as their representa¬ 
tives to the meeting of the Provisional Committee in February. 

Pastor Maury said that speaking as a member of the Reformed Church 
of France he was deeply touched in his conscience by the declaration that 
had been read. It was not an easy matter to speak in such a way. In fact it 
was only easy in the sense that all that we did for Jesus Christ was easy. 
The ecumenical delegation desire to accept this message without pharisaism. 
Now that this word had been spoken it was easier to accept the fact that 
the poison of Hitlerism had flowed from the fortress of Germany over into 
many other countries. The German church leaders had spoken about their 
disappointment over the fact that the Western powers had not brought more 
justice. But no nation was just. Everywhere the Church was in a fighting 
position. Moreover justice had been undermined everywhere by Hitlerism. 
Worse even than the losses through concentration camps and prisons was 
this heritage which Hitlerism had left. But in the light of the declaration 
of the German Church the other churches would be helped to carry on their 
struggle for justice, for Germany also. They were unable to take away all 
the suffering and misery, but it would make a great difference to know that 
they could now live together as brothers in forgiveness. The other churches 
should not say: "Now the Germans have at last repented!”, but rather take 
the German declaration as a call to renewal of Christian life and to a common 
consecration to the task of rechristianizing Europe. 

Bishop Wurm expressed the gratitude that this word had come from a 
brother from France and referred to the strong impression which General 
de Gaulle’s sympathetic attitude had made when he had recently met with 
German pastors in the French zone. Bishop Wurm said that the one hesita¬ 
tion that had been felt in the Council was that its declaration might be 
misunderstood and used in a wrong way. 

Dr. ’t Hooft said it was now the responsibility of the other churches and 
the World Council to make sure the declaration would not be abused. 

The Bishop of Chichester spoke of his great joy of being at last face 
to face with his German brothers and brought greetings from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Free Churches and the British Council of Churches. The 
latter hopes to send its own delegation in the near future. The Bishop had 
come to them as a brother in Christ and as an old friend of the Confessing 
Church. He had never felt, during the war, that they were separated from 
each other in spirit. At Fanoe and Oxford the ecumenical movement had 
expressed its solidarity with the Confessing Church in Germany. The losses 
of the Confessing Church were the losses of the whole ecumenical move¬ 
ment. The Bishop mentioned especially Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The whole 
fellowship has learned from the witness of the German Church. Christians 
in Britain had been stirred deeply by the cruelties committed during the war, 
but they were now stirred by the cruelties in Eastern Germany. He wanted 
to find out how they could best help in the situation. In inviting the German 
church leaders to send a delegation to Britain the Bishop added that the 
War Cabinet had accepted in principle that this would be allowed. The 
Bishop believed that in united loyalty to Christ the churches should now 
work together for a just and peaceful order. It was a matter of life and death 
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whether the World Council of Churches would become a reality. The churches 
must take a vital interest in international and social affairs and render clear 
witness in that realm. 

Bishop Wurm thanked the Bishop of Chichester for this message. 

Pastor Asmussen announced that the Council of the German Church 
had decided to accept the invitation to join the World Council of Churches. 
Dr. Visser ’t Hooft expressed the gratitude of the delegation for this 
decision. He referred to the fact that Bishop Marahrens had been the German 
representative in the Provisional Committee and asked whether it was now 
understood that a new situation had been created since the Council of the 
German Church desired to send Bishop Wurm and Pastor Niemoller to the 
Provisional Committee meeting. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft also said that in ecu¬ 
menical circles it was regretted that Bishop Marahrens had not resigned. 

Bishop Wurm explained that the Council also regretted that Bishop 
Marahrens had not resigned in spite of the suggestion made to him. 

Dr. Michelfelder spoke of the difficulty of being a Christian belonging 
to a nation which was also the occupying power. He spoke of the prayers 
that had been regularly uttered in his Church for the Confessing Church 
and said that he felt at this moment that these prayers had been heard. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

In addition to the official meetings a number of smaller meetings were 
arranged in which members of the ecumenical delegation discussed various 
common concerns with members of the Council of the German Church. 
Very special attention was given to the reconstruction problems. A special 
meeting was held with the Hilfswerk of the German Church and various 
decisions were taken about collaboration between the World Council and 
the Hilfswerk. The Bishop of Chichester on one hand and the American 
delegates on the other promised to take up a number of urgent problems 
concerning material aid for Eastern Germany with headquarters of the 
respective armies. Discussions also took place concerning the future of 
Christian youth movements in Germany, concerning missions and concerning 
common service to prisoners of war. 

After the meeting the American delegates went to Frankfurt with 
Dr. Kraemer, while the other members of the delegation returned to Baden- 
Baden. The Bishop of Chichester and Dr. Visser ’t Hooft had again a full 
conversation with the Governor of the French zone and met with a number 
of the leading officials. (*) 

The undersigned desires to conclude this report with a word of very 
deep gratitude to the members of the delegation for the remarkable way in 
which they have all collaborated in bringing about the result which is an 
answer to our common prayers. 

Geneva, October 23rd, 1945. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. 

(*) The American delegates during their stay in Frankfurt hadunhuujWW eva* 
sultations with the American military authorities. THEOLOGY Lib>KAS\ 
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Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert (left). General Secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America; Bishop Theophilus Wurm (center), chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, and Dr. S. C. Michelfelder (right), American representative of the Lutheran 
World Convention and head of the Material Relief Section of the World Council of Churches. 
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